| Sweet Betsy From Pike

Borrowed from a humorous Irish ballad, “Vilikens and Dinah,” this wonderful mel-
ody was familiar to Americans long before the gold rush vears of the 1850’s. The
hordes of covered wagons crossing the prairies and plains to the California gold

mines carried the song, with tts added lyrics, through cowbay country. It wasn't long

before it became a favorite along the cattle trails and around the campfires.
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They swam the wide rivers and crossed the tall peaks,
They camped on the prairie for weeks upon weeks,
Starvation and cholera, hard work and slaughter,

To reach California spite hell and high water.

One morming they stopped on a very high hill,

With wonder looked down upon old Placerville.

Ike shouted and said as he cast his eyes down,

“Sweet Betsy, my darling, we've got to Hangtown.”
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Special Arrangement by Matt Dennis TRADITIONAL
Moderately, not too fast VERSE:
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