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NEIL ZLOZOWER

Guns N’ Roses

“Welcome to the Jungle”

By Michael Mueller

he first time I heard

Appetite, I was at a house

party hosted by a good
friend. Someone put the record
on, and upon hearing the open-
ing notes of “Welcome to the
Jungle,” T lost all
track of my friends
in the room. We lis-
tened to the record
beginning to end
and were complete-
ly floored by this pri-
mal, raw sound. As
a testament to the
longevity of that
landmark recording,
we still celebrate its
primordial jungle
boogie 15 years later. Cheers,
Slash, Izzy, Duff, Steve, and Axl!

YOU KNOW WHERE YOU ARE?

Of course you do. The minor
pentatonic opening lick with
gobs of delay is one of the most
recognizable calling cards in
rock guitar history. To cop this
lick, set your delay time to 144
ms and adjust your repeat con-
trol as needed (it will be on the
high side). Be sure to tune your
guitar down one halfstep before

you get started, though.

“Welcome to the Jungle”
is most faithfully pulled off
live using two guitarists, yet in
the beginning, there are three
guitars going at once. What's a
duo to do? At the start it's sim-
ple. Obviously, the
delay-based riff is
necessary. The sec-
ond guitar should
cop the licks of
Gtr. 2. Your bassist is
already playing the
roots of the power
chords played by Gtr.
3, so the bass will
suffice for that part
through measure
10. At measure 11,
your two guitars simply split
the parts of Gtrs. 2 and 3 in
the transcription.

If you're alone, you've got

or Gtr. 3. When you get to mea-
sure 16, try the composite lick
in Fig. 1.

YOU'RE IN THE JUNGLE, BABY!
Slash’s first guitar solo kicks
off with the now famous
double-stop tritones that
imply a bluesy E729 tonality
[E-G#-B-D-Fx(G)] with a cou-
ple of passing tones throughout
the first four measures. Start the
solo with your index finger on
the D string and your middle fin-
ger on the G string. This will set
you up for easy fingerings
throughout.

At measure 5, Slash breaks
into single-note stringsanityala
Jimmy Page. The only tricky part
here is that you'll need to bend
the A note at fret 17 one whole
step with your index finger and
then quickly shift down two frets
after releasing the bend. That
phrase ends with you playing
the D note at fret 15 with your

index finger. You'll again need to |
quickly shift down to 12th posi-

tion, so you can bend the D note
at the end of the measure with
either your ring or pinky finger,
whichever you prefer.

YOU’RE GONNA DIE!

We all will someday, but you'll
cross that bridge when you get
to it. In the meantime, the bridge
at hand contains a nice dynam-
ic change that requires you to
roll off your guitar’s volume con-
trol to clean up the tone a bit
(Gtr. 2). After hitting the final D5
chord of measure 7, bring your
volume back up to full tilt for the
ensuing four-measure stop cho-
rus of sorts leading into the sec-
ond solo.

After the solo, the band
enters an interlude that creates
the feeling of being lost in the
jungle, baby. The first wild crea-
ture you'll encounter is the
strings played behind the nut
(Gtr. 2) in measure 3. Next, a
slide provides high-pitched
squeals and screams like mon-
keys in a jungle. Finally, the
descending chromatic 16th
notes add a sense of urgency to
the atmosphere. Here, think of
alternate picking in a steady,
even rhythm as your jungle
guide. Play the minor 3rd dou-
ble stops with your ring finger
on string 5 and index on string
4. When it switches to major
3rds, use your middle finger on
string 5 and your index on string
4. After you brave the jungle,
your reward is the final E729
chord followed by detuning your
low E string—think of it as a
musical sigh of relief.

TONE ZONE

GUITARS: Solidbody
PICKUP/POSITION:
Humbucker/Bridge

GAIN: 5

EQ: Bass/Mid/Treble: 4/7/8
EFFECTS:Delay (delay time:

144 ms; repeats: high) Attitude!

some work cut out for vou. |
Assuming you don't have some |
type of looping capability for the
delay-based riff, you'll have to
play that all the way through
measure 10. At measure 12, the
bass can cover the B5 chug,
while you play the single-note
line. For the main riff, feel free |
to play the part of either Gtr. 2 |
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WELCOME TO THE
JUNGLE

As Recorded by Guns N’ Roses

Play 21 of the Gunners' greatest hits

e las . % (From the Geffen Recording APPETITE FOR DESTRUCTION)
Lr:::'hit;?gf.:lc?;slgnl?;;esg:.;s?nrmﬂ:‘m Words and Music by W. Axl Rose,
Chary Lans Music. Contect Music Dispstch Slash, Izzy Stradlin, Duff McKagan

to order (B00-837-2852, musicdispatch.com). and Staven Adiet

Transcribed by Adam Perlmutter

lune down 1/2 step:
{low to high) Eb-Ab-Db-Gb-Bb-Eb
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© 1887 Guns N’ Roses Music (ASCAF)
International Copyright Secured  All Rights Resarved
Reprinted by Permission of Cherry Lane Music Company
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Welcome to the Jungle
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*Strum strings behind the nut.
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Welcome to the Jungle

Outro-Chorus
Girs. 2 & 3: w/ Rhy. Fig. 1 (3% times)
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