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What's Between the Lines

Mitley Criie
“Kickstart My Heart”

By Dale Turner
ormed in 1981, the masiers
F of trash and thrash known

as Mitley Criie—Vince Neil

(vorcads), Nikki Sixx (bass), Tommy |

Lee (drums), and Mick Mars (gui-
tarj—rose from the gutter of
Hollywood's Sunset Strip in 1983
with their second full-length
effort, Showt ar the Devil (Elektra).
As the Criies career blossomed,
their parying reached disturbing
helghts, culminating in a collec-
tive rehab stint in 1988, In
Seprember of the following year,
Miitley Crile released what would
become their most commercial-
Iy successful recording effort, Dr
Feelgood (Elektral—the first
album the band recorded while
all its members were clean and
sober, Overrun with hits like “Dr
Feelgood™ (#61, “Without You”
(#8), and the killer guitar anthem,
"Kickstart My Heart™ (#27), Dr
Feelgnod stayed at#1 on Biltboard
for two weeks and sold millions.
To celebrate more than two
decades of the band’s debauch-
ery, let's take a closer look at
“Kickstart My Heart"—a classic
Crite cut issued during the glam-
rock heyday.

THE TUNING

Virtually every Mitley Crile tune
ever recorded features guitarist
Mick Mars tuning all six strings of
his Kramer axe down a whole step

Is also thrown into the mix, often
including alittle pinky embellish-
ment to spice up the proceedings
with Disus4 [Fig. 281,

THE FIRST AND SECOND VERSES
This song’s opening power chord
sequence (AS-G5-G25) also fac-
tors into the forthcoming verse
sections, albeit appearing in
mostly two-note
derivatives, offset by
the occasional C5
chord (see Rhy. Fig. 2).
In addition, Mars
incorporates Fig. 2B'%
D-Dsusd moves
into this portion of
his riffing,

INTERLUDETHIRD VERSE
After the second cho-
rus, an extended palm-muted
droneof an "F" (15t string, 15t fret)
sets up an interlude section, in

1 which Mars switches 1o a clean

used to punctuate each of the
aforementioned sectinns

THE GBUITAR SOLD/OUTRO
After kicking in a talk-box effect
during the third chorus, Mars
unioads an assontment of rmunchy
blues phrases from the Sth position
A minor pentatonic scale [Fig. 4}
Then he whips a dramatic pedal
tone lick, alternating
between fretied notes
and the open E string—
all within the A natural
minor scale [(A-B-C-
D-E-F-0). After Mars
uses his pentatonic
prowess to put the cap
an this solo, he con-
tinues to raunch up a
storm with feedback
and tremolo bar ef-
fects, blazing behind Vince Neil's
vocal shrieks throughout the
remainder of the song. §
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(low 1o high: D-G-C-F-A-D). | tone, kicks in a delay effect, and TONE ZONE
Legend has it, Mars was inspired | useshis pick-hand fingerstopluck  GUITAR: Whammy Bar-Equipped
1o use this tuning approach after | out A, G5, and 105 shapes [Fig.3|. | Solidbody
| wimessingVan Halenin 1981, the | This passage (Rhy. Fig.4) also unc- ~ PICKUP/POSITION:
year of Crile’s formation. tions as the backdrop for themel- | Humbucker/ Bridge
lewwer third verse. For the curious,  GAIN: 8
THE INTRD an open-position versionof Mars' | EQ: Bass/Mid/ Treble 10/9/10
Mick Mars kicks off “Kickstart My | familiar Dsus4-D change is also =~ EFFECTS: Delay, Talk Box
Heart" with a few seconds of [ 2 =
whammy bar wackiness, intend- |
ed to simulate the acceleration— m A5 G5 G# 5
with gear changes and every- X X X R X ; ¢ X
thing—ofa muscle car. With vour ] I S T T Jaw
tremolo bar fully depressed, flick | il
the 4th string with your left hand | L ] __Q_T
and gradually raise the bar, After ! : | i
the 4th string refurns 1o its prop- i | 1 :' !' : g
er pitch, repeat the process on the e
5th and 6th strings, respectively, ———— —
Once the band enters, three power
chords—A5, G5, G#5 [Fig. 1] —pro- Fem =)
vide the musical foundation for A5 D
this intro, interspersed with plen- x XX x =
ty of A" (6th string, 5th fret) palm | e @ || [sw
miutes, This passage sets up anoth- | LX) (1)
er riff revolving around AS, this | . {kh“
time in open position [Fig. 2A] 1o |
facilitate the 5Sth string pull-offs. | T 1 13313
Meanwhile. a fully fretted D chord w
3] [Fig.4]
A GS D5 A Minor Pentatonic
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As Recorded by Métley Criie
(From the Elektra Recording DR. FEELGOOD)

Transcribed by Adam Perimutier

- KICKSTART MY HEART

Wihitten by Nikki Sicx
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Kickstart My Heart
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Kickstart My Heart
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Kickstart My Heart
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Kickstart My Heart
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Kickstart My Heart
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Kickstart My Heart
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Kickstart My Heart
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