What’s Between the Lines

“Even Flow” Pearl Jam

By Douglas Baldwin

earl Jam has danced with
delicious unpredicta-
bility through the past

decade-plus of popular music. To
some, theirfirstalbum, Ten, which
contains “Even Flow,” cast the
band as one-hit'wonder cashing
in on the “grunge” phenomenon;
to others, the release was merely
the debut from a solidly centrist
arena-rock band. Either way, gui-
tarists Stone Gossard and Mike
McCready, bassist JeffAment, and
drummer Dave Krusen (the firstin
a Spinal Tap-like revolving door
of drummers), accompanied
Eddie Vedder in relentlessly side-

tunings have been around as
long as the guitar itself, the
Seattle Mafia (Pearl Jam, Nirvana,
Soundgarden, et al.) have brand-
ed them as distinctly grunge. Our
transcription’s Gtr. 1 is played in
open-D tuning, so named
because the open strings, when
played all at once, sound asa D
major chord. Low to high, tune
your low E string down to D;
keep the A and D strings the
same; tune the G string down to
F%; tune the B string down to A;
and tune the high E string down
to D. Guitars with tremolo sys-
tems may need to be tuned sev-
eral times before stabilizing.

Child"” and Led Zeppelin's
“Immigrant Song.” Inventing
new chords and riffs on a
retuned guitar, how-
ever, can be confus-
ing. One option in
open-D tuning is to
play major chords by
barring across the
neck, as Gir. 1 does
during the chorus;
another is to find riffs
on a single string,
as in the interlude.
One alternative is
to explore different
scales in the new tuning, The
D minor pentatonic scale, the D

stepping the often fatal tango of “Even Flow,” likemuchof Ten, = Mixolydian mode, and the D
mass media prostitution. isinfused with the spiritofclas-  hexatonic blues scale are shown,
sic rock. The one-chord groove  on the lower strings, in Figs.
GETTING A GRIPON and wah-wah guitar work make  1A-C. It’s likely that an explo-
AN OPEN TUNING thesongfeel like a perfectamal-  ration of the hexatonic blues
Although alternateand dropped ~ gam of Hendrix’s “Voodoo  scaleled to RiffA in “Even Flow.”
= = =
[ :ﬁ:unL’!:;mr‘?fLA -D-H-A-D

by e 2 |

eyt - e e e

O §=§#i‘h’" a 315_‘;#‘116 éhé{#ﬁjqd-

i

T Y A I
EES = e |
[ SS—— . |
t |

114 GUITAR ONE « guitaronemag.com « JULY 2004

PERLIAN

WAH?
A third guitar jumps to the fore
in the second verse, engaging in
a call-and-response with the
vocal. The chosen notes all fit
comfortably within the minor
pentatonic scale and are played
almost exclusively with the
most common fingering pat-
tern; in the key of D, this lands
within the 10th-position box,
shown in Fig. 2. This particular
pattern of the scale is so com-
mon that it draws yawns from
most advanced beginners and
intermediate-level players. So
how does it come alive in “Even
Flow?” Simple: Wah! The foot-
driven active tone control we
call “wah,” or “wah-wah,” adds
loads of expression to the tune’s
bluesylines, especially since it’s
used in a flowing, vocal-like
manner, rather than in a repet-
itive “wakka-wakka"
pattern. If you listen
closely to the slow
open-and-close rock-
ing of the pedal be-
neath the sustained
notes, you'll often
hear notes or over-
tones within the res-
onant feedback.

Yet another power-
ful move employed in
“Even Flow" is the
change in volume during the final
interlude. Simply put, Pearl Jam
manages to sound original by
playing softly before launching
into the final chorus. This kind of
restraint, coupled with the gen-
eral jam-like quality of this sec-
tion of the song, is just one of the
landmarks of a band that has
maintained its longevity by dodg-
ing the expected.

TONE ZONE
GHHTAR 1: Solidbody
PICKUP/POSITION:
Himmbucketr /Bridge
GAIN: 8

ER: Bass /M

GUITAR 2 & 3: Solidbody
PICKUP/POSITION: Single
coil/Bridee

GAIN:
EQ: B:
FX: Wah pedal
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_ GNX4 Guitar Workstation Powered ::2Jigilech

Download presets at www.digitech.com

EVEN FLOW

As Recorded by Pearl Jam

(From the Epic Recording TEN) &
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gilech Guitar Work

Even Flow
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Even Flow
Interiude
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D.S. al Coda 1
End Rhy. Fig. 2C
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EDgilech Guitar V
Even Flow
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Even Flow

Gir. 1: w/ Rhy. Fig. 3 (5 times)
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