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Requiem for John Hurt

Music by John Fahey

John Fahey recorded many versions of “Requiem for John
Hurt,” which is essendally a two-note melody. On some record-
ings, Fahey starts by quoting Charley Patton’s version of the old
spiritual, ‘Jesus Is a Dying-Bed Maker.” But I've always pre-
ferred the rendition on Requia and Other Compositions for Gui-
tar Solo. In that version, the Patton section comes later.

The guitar is tuned to open C (C G C G C E), and in the Requia version, Fahey
begins with all six strings barred on the fifth fret, producing an F chord. Fahey also
depresses the third string on the seventh fret—using his pinky, although most of us
would employ the third finger. (The pinky made the reach easier for Fahey’s small
hand.) The subtle move into pattern picking at the end of measure 1 can be tricky,

third string; the thumb downstrokes it; the
middle finger upstrokes the first string; then
the thumb hits the sixth string. Thus the sec-
ond and fourth notes contain the bass line.)
The simple two-note melody, played on the
seventh and fifth frets of the third string, is
picked within the pattern.

Upon repeating the A section at 0:58 and
2:45, Fahey adds his signature by delaying
chord changes and sliding around on the
third string while keeping the fingerpicking
pattern going. On the last iteration of the
A section (3:27), Fahey digs in harder, shift-
ing his thumb to the more common alterna-
tion between sixth and fourth strings. Come
up with your own variations here. It's unlikely
that Fahey ever played these sections in
exactly the same way twice.

so practice the pattern before learning the song. (The index finger upstrokes the —STEVE BOISSON
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- a comprehenslvc selection of
folk, pop, rock, classical, country,
jazz, nostalgia, & more...

- METHODS & SONGBOOKS

| ACOUSTIC AMPS, VIDEOS, CDs,
DVDs, ACCESSORIES, REPAIRS...

ACOUSTIC GUITARS...
Goodall, Eastman, Collings, Larrivee, Hill, Marin,
Kohno, Sakurai, Burguet, Plazuelo, Raya-Pardo,
Bernabe, Baarslag, Pifa, Raimundo, Cervantes,
Espinosa-Rodriguez, Aria, Hirade, Yamaha,
Takamine, Blueridge, Lucida, & more

MANDOLINS & UKELELES...

Kentucky, Martin, Kamaka, Koaloha, Mahalo, Fluke, & more

voted “Best Place to Buy an Acoustic Guitar”
SF Weckly - Best of 2000  SF Guardian - Best of 2005

daily 10-6 sundays 12-5  www.gspguitar.com

(415) 896 1922 ...,

GUITAR SOLO 230 Townsend Street, San Francisco (between 3rd & 4th)
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Instruments
Ship Free

il (8] Web Orders Ship Free

rﬁn&

FIRST
QUALITY

PDomestic ground service.
Standard charges apply for
expedited service, oversized

and unusually heavy items, Visitour
and all international orders. showroom in 4
Some restrictions apply. Louisville, KY 4 A\“

Call or email for details.

CALL 800/932-2764
FOR A FREE CATALOG.

800f6%3 ()071 x\\mkqﬂh com

information@ fgms.com Mention code AG
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THE CLAM FLY IT S&FE CASE CTESE)

THE HARD SHELL CA ¥ CASEXTREMI s

(800) 495-8444

from

Eﬂﬁ

(-PAD FOAM
SUSPENSION SYSTEM

The best travel protection for your
Guitar, guitar case or gig bag
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