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Little Martha

Music by Duane Allman, arranged by Mark Hanson

The Allman Brothers’ acoustic fingerpicking gem “Little Martha”
originally appeared on the band’s 1972 album, Eat a Peach.
Although the original recording was played as a duet by Duane
Allman and Dickie Betts (fingerstylists Leo Kottke and Tim
Farrell have recorded enjoyable solo versions of the song), this
arrangement combines the two parts into a seamless and
remarkably playable solo guitar piece. The guitar’s open strings
should sound as open-E tuning (from low to high, E B E G* B E) if you want to match
the recording, but since open E creates a lot of string tension, I'd suggest tuning down
from standard to open D (D A D F* A D) and putting a capo on the second fret.

My arrangement is quite true to the original. Play the opening six measures in
rubato style (free tempo). Start the steady tempo (about 182 bpm) at measure 7,
where the introduction segues into the main theme (measure 8). The tune consists of
two-measure phrases, each of which immediately repeats with a slight melodic alter-
ation. Study the phrase in measures 8-9 and its altered repetition in measures 10-11.

Also see measures 16-19, 25-28, and 35-38.
General picking sequences for sections B,
C, and D are demonstrated in the first mea-
sures of each. Practice them without the fret-
ting hand until they are secure. Notice the
rhythms, the quarter-note drone bass, and the
double-time thumb on the last beat of the sec-
ond measure of each phrase (9, 11, 13, etc.).
This rhythmic “kick” into the next phrase
occurs throughout section B. In measure 35, I
recommend a three-finger hammer-on in front
of the half barre. You may need to bend your
index finger backward slightly at the first
knuckle to provide enough attack angle for
your hammer-on fingers. In measure 38, wait
for beat four to play the final bass note. In
measures 41 and 43, count silently “1-2-3,
1-2-3, 1-2-3” in eighth notes (picking the
chords on “1”) to ensure that these dotted-
quarter-note chords sustain for the proper
amount of time. Have fun!
—MARK HANSON

Open-D tuning: DAD F§AD
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The only guitar combo with
legendary high fidelity Al sound.

Finally. An amplifier that
will do justice to your
acoustic sound.

Corus: a 400W Clarus head with an
enclosure optimized for guitar.

Transparent 360-degree Al sonics
plus greater upfront presence.

The ultimate in guitar amplification,
engineered to portable perfection.

Explore the latest in Power Without
Corruption™ at acousticimg.com or
call 919-785-1280.

®
%{H éc Musical Amplification: Co}us "
Setting The Standard 400W of fidelity in

a sleek 20-lb. package.
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How to find
the right

Strings

Singles, Sets & Bulk

At JustStrings.com, we make it
easy for you to find the strings
you need: guitar, bass, violin,
mandolin, mandola, mandocello,
mandobass, viola, cello, banjo,
lute, bouzouki, ukulele and more.

World’s Largest Selection

Thousands of different singles,
sets and bulk packaged strings
are in stock and ready to ship.
You’ve got a great instrument.
Let us help you make it better.

800.822.3953
www.juststrings.com
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OUNDATION
MERICA

Intérhational

Somvention & Compelition®

Featuring GUest Artists:
Roberto Aussel
Daniel Binelli
Adam del Monte
Eden-Stell Duo
Ismo Eskelinen
Nicholas Goluses & Bont
Eduardo Isaac
Lukasz Kuropaczewski
Lynn McGrath
Newman-Oltman Duo®
Elena Papandreou
Marco Pereira
Ryoanji Duo
Tango de Camara
Tantalus Qual
Andrew York
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Pablo Cohen, Conventi\on Hostr

Concerts

Lectures

International Concert Artist Competition
International Youth Competitions
Vendor’s Fair

NEW! Private Lesson Package Available
Interactive Workshops
Daily Technique Classes

Visit our website for registration and complete information.
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The Acoustic / Electric String”

plays well with all pickups

phosphor bronze wire = acoustic warmth
nickel plated wire = electric response
(wound side by side) improves all acoustic / electric guitars

flat tops, arch tops, piezo, magnetic etc. DRstrings.com 201-599-0100
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Pick up

/OUTS at your

local dealer today!

Contact us fora free color catalog.

(800) 845-779T

(619) 4164-8252

WWW.DEERINGBANTJOS.C( M
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Excellence
Since 1970.

A Good Idea
Gets BET TER!
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