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Bourrée in E Minor

Music by Johann Sebastian Bach

For many classical guitar students, playing the Bourrée in E
minor by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) is a rite of pas-
sage from playing mere exercises to playing music that many
non-musicians will recognize and appreciate. Bach wrote the
Bourrée sometime after 1712 (the exact date is unknown) as
part of his Lute Suite No. 1, and it was adapted for guitar in the
20th century, after the instrument earned acceptance in clas-
sical circles. Andrés Segovia recorded a version of it in 1947; since then, the piece
has made its way onto countless classical guitar recordings, and it has a firm place
in the repertoire. However, classical guitarists aren’t the only ones to cut their teeth
on the Bourrée—case in point: British rockers Jethro Tull, who included a jazzed-up
band version on their 1969 album Stand Up. Their decidedly non-classical perfor-
mance provided the blueprint for an arrangement often performed live (but never
officially released) by Michael Hedges—playing flutel—and electric bass virtuoso
Michael Manring.

Thanks to its popularity outside the classical realm, referring to the piece merely
as “the Bach Bourrée” will generally allow people to recall the correct tune, but you'll
probably want to be more specific when trying to impress your classically trained

friends. This is because “Bourrée” actually re-
fers to a dance popular in France’s Auvergne
region during the 17th century, and the name
has been used for countless compositions of
the Baroque period.

If you've never played or studied any of
Bach's music, the Bourrée in E minor makes
for an excellent introduction. Even though it
isn't overly complex or difficult to play, it is a
beautiful representation of Bach’s sense of har-
mony and counterpoint, with distinct bass and
melody lines moving so perfectly against each
other that it may give you the chills as you play
the piece. If you're having difficulty with the in-
dependence of the movements, try learning the
melody and bass line separately, one at a time,
fusing them together after you're comfortable
with each. Pay special attention to the fingering
in bars 17 and 22, as it's easy to get your fingers
tied up in knots if you're not careful.

Even if you're not a classical player, master-
ing pieces such as this offers a great learning
experience for any fingerstyle guitarist, as it
not only teaches picking-hand techniques that
are independent of set patterns but it also
demonstrates excellent form and structure.

—TEJA GERKEN
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Chet Atkins
Rare Performances 1955:1975
Vestapol 13027 $24.95

Doc Watson & David Grisman
In Concert

Vestapol 13082 S18.9%

Tony Rice
The Vide llection
Vestapol 13058 52455

Legends of Country Guitar
Atkins Travis/Rager Watson
Vestapol 13070 524.95
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Dac's Cuitar Jam
Watson,/ Rice/ Crary/ Kaufman
Veslapol 13055 $24.95
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Warld of
Fimgerstyl Cuitar
Vestapol 138 45
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Chet Athing
Rare Performances 19751995
Vestapal 13091 $14.55

Legends ol Flatpicking Cuitar
Watsan /Rice/Blake/ Crary
L ol 13005 524.95

African Cuitar
Recordings 19
Vestapol 13017

Chet Atking & Jerry Reed
e Bottom Line, 1791
Vestapel 13092 $14.95

Dot Watian
Rare Performances 1961-1581
Vestapol 13023 $24.95

Merie Travis
Sixteen Tons 1946-1981
Vestapol 13034 $14.95
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Dot Walson
Rare Performances 1982-1993
Vestapal 13024 52095
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lohn Reabourn
Rare Performances 1965-1995
Vestapol 13031 524.55

Merle Travis
Bare Performances 1946-15981
Vestapel 13011 524395

Doc & Merle Watson
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Doc & Merle Watson
In Concert
Vestapol 13030 $14.5%

Ledward Kaapana
& Bob Broxman In Concerl
Vestapal 13074 $24.95
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SPECIAL
OFFER:

Buy any three
Vestapol DVDs
take a fourth

FREE.

Postage/
handling FREE.

Make checks payable to
Stefan Grossman’s
Guitar Workshop, Inc.
Visa/Mastercard Orders
Accepted + Write for our
FREE 64 page catalog.

Stefan
Grossman's
Guitar
Workshop
PO Box Boz
Sparta, NJ
07871

Tel:
973/729 5544
Fax:
973/72b 0568
Yisit our website
at www,
guitarvideos.com
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