Hallelujah

Words and music by Leonard Cohen, arranged by Jeff Buckley

Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah” first appeared on his own
1984 album Various Positions, but it has enjoyed a recent
resurgence in the last few years as a popular cover tune,
popping up on numerous TV shows and movies (John Cale’s
version appears in Shrek). Jeff Buckley’s version remains
it one of the most inspiring, though, with his impassioned vo-
cals and creative solo-guitar accompaniment conveying the emotion of the song.
The song is in 6/8, and Buckley performs it using fingerstyle arpeggios in a fairly
fixed pattern where he ascends for three or four notes, then descends for the last two
or three eighths in the bar, leading him to the downbeat root of the next measure and
a new chord. This keeps the song driving along, despite the sparse accompaniment
of solo guitar. To break up the regularity, Buckley spices things up by occasionally
changing direction in the pattern and introducing added- and altered-tone chords.
After a rubato intro where Buckley explores some dissonant intervals—
including a tritone on bars 1 and 6—he works into the fingerpicking pattern that
carries the song. Note that Buckley freely adds and alters chord tones in the basic
[-vi-IV-V (G, Em, C, and D) progression, creating some unusual chord forms and

harmonies (reflected in the chord symbols).

Songwriter Cohen provides a musical
“self-reference” in the relationship between
the lyrics and chords in bars 37-40. Note that
in this passage the lyrics describe what’s going
on harmonically by stating, “the fourth, the
fifth,” while the accompanying chords are C
and D—the IV and V chords of G, the song’s
key. Then the next phrase states, “the minor
fall, the major lift.” The word “minor” falls on
E minor, “major” falls on C, and the vocal rises
to the highest note of the four-bar phrase (A)
on the word “lift.” Clever stuff.

The guitar solo begins immediately on the
fourth ending at bar 57. Buckley continues to
use the fingerstyle arpeggios he’s established
in the verse and chorus, but he creates more
complex harmonies by introducing Cadd9
(bars 57-58), Dadd11/E (bars 59-60), and
then some up-the-neck, high-string inversions
(bars 73-78), before finishing off with high
single notes and double-stops as a denoue-
ment to end the solo.

—JON CHAPPELL
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Check out our wide selection of fingerstyle guitar titles, including books covering rock, pop,
standards, classical, country & more. Arranged for solo guitar in standard notation and tablature.
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G5 Em
3. Baby, I've been here before

G5 Em
I've seen this room and I've walked this floor
& D G5 D
You know | used to live alone before | knew ya
G/B C D
I've seen your flag on the marble arch
Em C

And love is not a victory march

D B7/D: Em7
It's a cold and it's a broken hallelujah

Repeat Chorus

C Em C G/B D/A G5 Em7 G5 Em7

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah

G5 Em
4. Well, there was a time when you let me know

Gs Em
What's really going on below

C D G5 D
But now you never show that to me, do ya?

G/B C D
But remember when | moved in you

Em Cc
And the holy dove was moving too,

D B7/D: Em7
And every breath we drew was hallelujah

Repeat Chorus into guitar break

G5 Em
Maybe there's a God above

G5 Em
But all I've ever learned from love

C D G5 D
Was how to shoot somebody who outdrew ya

G/s & D
And it's not a cry that you hear at night

Em C
It's not somebody who's seen the light

D B7/D: Em7
It's a cold and it's a broken hallelujah

Repeat Chorus with vocal ad libs to end
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